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Therefore, I recommend: 

 (22) (19) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective 
leadership in a democratic republic

 

. The student is expected to: 

 

(B) evaluate the contributions of significant political and social leaders in the 
United States such as Andrew Carnegie, Shirley Chisholm, 

HSAmHist – (new)22B. 

Henry B. Gonzalez, 
Thurgood Marshall, Sandra Day O’Connor, and Billy Graham, 

Henry B. Gonzalez has appeared in three TEKS (here, and in Gr4 – 18C and Gr7 – 
18B). Consider the addition of others who had an impact on society, and perhaps through 
mediums that have not been thus far recognized in the TEKS. For example, consider John 
Wayne, Cecil B. Demille, or Jimmy Stewart – all of whom used their talents to be social 
leaders (or societal leaders and spokesmen) advocating Americanism, admiration for the 
Constitution, and respect for the military (Jimmy Stewart was even a military pilot who 
became a Brigadier General in the Air Force Reserves).  

and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt; and 

Additionally, it is debatable whether Marshall or O’Connor (or even Carnegie) fits 
within the technical definition of a “significant political and social leader.” The position 
of Supreme Court Justice is considered not to be the position of a political leader or a 
social leader. (Carnegie might fit within a broad definition of a social leader, but not in 
the traditional definition of that term.) Therefore, I recommend: 

(B) evaluate the contributions of significant political and social leaders in the 
United States such as Andrew Carnegie, Shirley Chisholm, John Wayne [or Cecil 
B. Demille or Jimmy Stewart], Thurgood Marshall, Sandra Day O’Connor, and 
Billy Graham, 

 

and Franklin D. Roosevelt; and 

 

(A) explain actions taken by people from racial, ethnic, and religious groups to 
expand economic opportunities and political rights in American society; 

HSAmHist – (new)24C. 

This TEKS conveys the false premise that it is the people from “racial, ethnic, and 
religious groups” who “expand political rights in American society.” This is an 
absolutely false premise – as fully demonstrated in “Comment A: The Fundamental 
Principle of the Constitution” on p. 1 above. Various “racial, ethnic, and religious 
groups” may have taken action, but they definitely did not “expand economic 
opportunities and political rights in American society”; only the majority can do that (as 
they have on countless occasions). 

For the TEKS above to be accurate, it should say: 

(A) explain actions taken by people from racial, ethnic, and religious groups to 
expand economic opportunities and political rights in American society; 
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